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he river for which Skagit

County is named flows 78

miles through a diverse and

beautiful land that is home to
nearly 106,700 people. The county
stretches from the North Cascade
Mountains on the east, down river
through the fertile valleys, to saltwater
beaches. Puget Sound laps at the shores
of Fidalgo and Guemes Islands, part of
the San Juan archipelago, and Mount
Baker reigns over all.

The Skagit Valley is a place
of beauty and a source

of pleasure to those who
choose to call it their home.

Near its mountainous beginnings the
Skagit River is often wild and white,
and bald eagles fish along its banks. In
the flats surrounding its more peaceful
meanderings, the river passes through
fields of peas, mustard, and straw-
berries. It skirts the fields of tulips,
irises, daffodils, and lilies that brighten
rainy spring days. In the river delta,
after the river has split into its north
and south forks, the snow geese and
trumpeter swans make their winter
homes. In the bays there are orca
whales and many types of marine life.

Only an hour’s drive from the
region’s largest cities, well-known rural

Fresh strawberries are Just one of the many local crops grown in Skagit County.

activities such as logging, farming, and
fishing have been joined by trade,
tourism, services, oil refining, and
specialized manufacturing.

The county was established in 1884
and named after the river, in honor of
the Indians who lived along its banks.
The first non-Indian settlers were on
Fidalgo Island in the mid-1800s, and
the settlement of the tide flats
followed.

The valley floor was logged and
dikes were built along the river.
Farming began and the valley soon
began to yield fin€ crops. By 1870,
families were migrating to the lower
valley and churches, schools, and com-
munities began springing up. Some
towns prospered; others disappeared as

Skagit County is famous for its annual display of tulips.

the county grew.

Travel at any distance was limited to
boat, and steamboat service was
established between the region and
Seattle. Later came roads, the
Interurban Railway that ran up and
down the Puget Sound region, and
interstate railroads.

The upper valley developed some-
what more slowly, but boomed for a
time with the discovery of precious
metals, coal, and iron and the be-
ginning of logging.

The people of Skagit County are as
diverse as its physical features. The
Swinomish, Samish, Upper Skagit, and
Sauk-Suiattle tribes are the descendants
of the first residents. Anacortes has an
active Croatian community with roots
in southeastern Europe. Many people
came directly from Europe - the
Germans and the Dutch and those from
the United Kingdom. A sizable group
from Scandinavia settled in Skagit
County, as did groups from various
parts of the United States. There were
farmers from the Midwest and loggers
from North Carolina. Today, those with
Asian and Mexican heritage are among
the faces of Skagit County.

The Skagit Valley is a place of
beauty and a source of pleasure to
those who choose to call it their home,
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